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20 October 2008 

 
Witbank News 
 
For attention: Editor: Amanda Botha 
E-mail: amanda@witbanknews.co.za
 
Letter to the Editor 
 
With reference to a letter published in the Witbank News entitled ‘Halloween - Do you know 
what you are celebrating?’, I wish to respond to false and spurious allegations made by 
‘Concerned Resident’. 
 
The author’s deliberate fabrication of inaccurate, unproven and academically contested 
'history' to justify open discrimination against the celebration of Halloween by South African 
citizens constitutes hate speech and defamation. 
 
The celebration of Halloween - October 31 (an American invention) is derived from an original 
Irish Celtic feast of Samhain. Samhain is celebrated in South Africa by Pagans on April 30/1 
May. This religious observance celebrates the start of the new spiritual year with the 
veneration of our ancestors and ancestral heritage.  
 
Whilst this Alliance believes the author is entitled to his or her personal religious beliefs, we 
strongly object to the deliberate fabrication of fiction by the author in order to justify religious 
intolerance against Pagans and against citizens of this country who choose to celebrate 
Halloween. 
 
It should be noted that author Doreen Valienti (b.1922 – d.1999), is regarded by Pagans 
internationally as one of the Mothers of Modern Witchcraft and was not a “satanic witch” as 
was alleged by ‘Concerned Resident’. Valienti was a Pagan, not a Satanist. Satanism is not a 
Pagan religion. Paganism is a diverse reconstruction and resurgence of authentic European 
pagan religions. In South Africa Paganism includes syncretic neo-Pagan religions and 
includes Witchcraft and Wicca. 
 
The deliberate fabrication of falsehoods in order to promote religious dissention and hatred of 
religious minorities in this country should never be tolerated! 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
Mr. Damon Leff 
E-mail: damon@gardenroute.com
 
Convener: South African Pagan Rights Alliance 
http://www.paganrightsalliance.org
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