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20 October 2008
Witbank News

For attention: Editor: Amanda Botha
E-mail: amanda@witbanknews.co.za

Letter to the Editor

With reference to a letter published in the Witbank News entitled ‘Halloween - Do you know
what you are celebrating?’, | wish to respond to false and spurious allegations made by
‘Concerned Resident'.

The author’s deliberate fabrication of inaccurate, unproven and academically contested
'history' to justify open discrimination against the celebration of Halloween by South African
citizens constitutes hate speech and defamation.

The celebration of Halloween - October 31 (an American invention) is derived from an original
Irish Celtic feast of Samhain. Samhain is celebrated in South Africa by Pagans on April 30/1
May. This religious observance celebrates the start of the new spiritual year with the
veneration of our ancestors and ancestral heritage.

Whilst this Alliance believes the author is entitled to his or her personal religious beliefs, we
strongly object to the deliberate fabrication of fiction by the author in order to justify religious
intolerance against Pagans and against citizens of this country who choose to celebrate
Halloween.

It should be noted that author Doreen Valienti (b.1922 — d.1999), is regarded by Pagans
internationally as one of the Mothers of Modern Witchcraft and was not a “satanic witch” as
was alleged by ‘Concerned Resident’. Valienti was a Pagan, not a Satanist. Satanism is not a
Pagan religion. Paganism is a diverse reconstruction and resurgence of authentic European
pagan religions. In South Africa Paganism includes syncretic neo-Pagan religions and
includes Witchcraft and Wicca.

The deliberate fabrication of falsehoods in order to promote religious dissention and hatred of
religious minorities in this country should never be tolerated!

Yours Sincerely

Mr. Damon Leff
E-mail: damon@gardenroute.com

Convener: South African Pagan Rights Alliance
http://www.paganrightsalliance.org


http://www.paganrightsalliance.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sapra/
mailto:amanda@witbanknews.co.za
mailto:damon@gardenroute.com
http://www.paganrightsalliance.org/

e, aar
L

0 ﬂﬁa
1ms

ne!

Halloween -

sknnik. B
gesigGie
) VST
= che &
word dew
bt wam «
VAL jou
Goe ml=
me?
Elein C
EE'UT.IDTI
e ARk
mie, het
oma 1
Tk

Sy's "

haar bi

" wil hié o

het-as 8
gevrals
i WRTED
Ek din
babas 1
et e
dat daa
oo AL
o, boall
pehore
et =f e

Amd
ing, m
Draar
wrat ol
mie g
gehoo
teloos
Woup
bruik
Shen
Heaapd
Wigar
e
gEenk
gwbmc
hruik
doen
LT

aMC
o do you know
slags what you are
pafrilty -
~r celebrating?
|'Flﬂ_':'-
SES 15
ndie  Concerned residents write:
bokd-
.h'u An ceendt rolighous day, ths is
tan heowr ome of the many websites oo
Halloween describee the feetival.
PR e walk flrough Highveld hall
BEILE 4 many other shops makas you
b oom- o alige that Hallowean = serions
manie meepsion for many people (or not)?
e Theor 20 through alet of trouble to
. bake jo—tEs “celebration of
— "'[-ﬁT]Eprifn—.ﬂ_
Eﬂﬁ_ Th they know what they ara cel-
‘bEEﬂﬁ ehrating? Maybe thoy de. Ome ss-
; tamie witch Doree Walientz de-
b e it as boliows: “Halloweun i
LB;EI._;' one af the fout great abbats of the
witches that everyone has heard
1= et To witches Hollowsen is a
" 1.ra.n. eiln;ﬂuatu;;aj:iunmhumer merTily
calahratad,
L, vam Witches snd sgtanists love Hal-
IC &% omcen; thay zet 8 Jot-of Dedia
S :we:agc___gmmd thet time of
[P A
% lean ’F"Ihtnmi'rs. well knvwn New Age
CIUMEE o searchor sgid this about the as-
ol Hataes of witehes on Hoelloween:
ots, -1 “(Oyur gwn ressacch cordirmes that
e on thiz wnhely night (Halloween|
., oy witches sovens meat, drmls, ddnos,
WSt oS ik oot curses and spells, conjure
F oLem np spirttE, engage in semial orgies,
.“tl;‘.lg " “iniuet new meambers, and offes wp
i snimala end human sacrifices.
The Servamns, an informiative
magazne oblishad by the SADS,
m B0 P, that Halloween is
::;HI;;J High Holy Day for satooists and
I ine oftheir Sabbeths. . . -
Mow - that you koo whst FHal-
at dagy  1owesn it all about do yau really
want to participate in 7 2 -
e Hyou claim tote a Christian bt
JoT 88 bl colubrate this evil day plasse
BRUEIET alka mote of Ephesions 5:11 "And
L 'm pl. DAve 1o fellowrship wath the ur-
joor dip  rotfal waric of darkness. . .-
fifa " I you are Dot & Cloistian plaass
BATER den't sell your sonl o Saten for a
— few honrs of a0 called “fun’ take
o B theoo awful witehes, bata ind darls
El.::_g decorations off your slop windows
STV gnd (ake & stand aginat evil.
purtys ' “We are daily confronted with
. doal- mrurder, rape sod erime; don'teel-

mpaal-:le

abrots darldens and el - m



